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Whig duke sent his portrait of Mr. Gladstone to the auction room ;
others turned theirs to the wall or consigned them to the cellar.
Mr. Gladstone himself remained composed and buoyant. He had
weathered many storms and nearly always seen the tide in his favour
rise a little higher than the tide against him. As the election approached
the Liberal organizers assured him of victory. Enthusiasm, they said,
was running high in the party ; with the Irish vote added to their
previous numbers they would win many seats lost at the previous
election, and lose very few in consequence of the new departure. But
Lord Randolph's phrase, " an old man in a hurry," had caught the
public fancy and expressed a serious truth about the British electorate.
The staunch Liberals were as enthusiastic as Mr. Schnadhorst, the
organizer-in-chief, asserted, and it was truly reported from the country
that there never were such meetings. But the large body of wavering
non-political voters, upon whom in these days the fate of parties
depended, were unconvinced and perplexed. Mr. Gladstone, they
felt, was trying to rush them ; he had omitted the spade-work, the
respectful approach and serious argument which so large a departure
as he was now proposing from the traditional road demanded. When
the election came, the great majority of these voted, if not in opposition
to Home Rule, at least for more time. Liberal Nonconformity was
greatly disturbed by John Blight's defection and Mr. Spurgeon's fears
for Protestantism in a Home Rule Ireland ; the Radicals of Birming-
ham and the Midlands, who were ready for any adventure under
Mr. Chamberlain's leadership, turned at his bidding and generally
adopted his view that the new Irish policy was a disastrous and un-
necessary diversion from the line of progress marked out for Great
Britain in his " unauthorized programme " of the previous year.
Mr. Gladstone's spell was broken, and by mid-July, when the
elections were over, he had suffered a disastrous defeat. In the new
House the Conservatives alone (316) had a majority of 40 over the
combined forces of Liberal Home Rulers (191) and Irish Nationalists
, (85), and with the 78 Liberal dissentients who followed Lord Harring-
ton and Mr. Chamberlain, the Unionist party had a total majority
of 118. Birmingham was solid for the Union, London overwhelm-
ingly Tory; the Tory tide had swept over counties and boroughs
and made large inroads in Scotland. Within nine months of the
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